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Establishing a literature map of what is and is not known about spine concerns and 
associated health concerns can help set priorities for future epidemiological studies and 
systematic reviews that investigate complex questions. Future studies based on this 
knowledge can focus on the strength of associations, directionality of associations, and 
the potential influence of severity of pain, chronicity of a spine disorder, and the number 
of spine concerns an individual has on co‐occurring conditions. Therefore, the purpose of 
this systematic mapping literature review is to chart the characteristics of the observational 
epidemiological literature that reports spine concerns and co‐occurring disorders. (RS-
2203) 
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